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INTRODUCTION: HOW’D WE GET HERE? 

If I could go back in time and tell my recent high school graduated self that you don’t 

need to know what it is you’re doing with the rest of your life already, I think I could save 

myself a lot of migraines. In reality, it took me until four years of part-time credits into my 

Bachelor’s Degree for me to finally figure out I wanted to teach Middle School, and I figured 

that out by mistake. It took years of confusion and stress to figure out what I was truly 

passionate about and what I wanted to spend the rest of my life doing. It wasn’t anything I 

learned in class that taught me this either, it was living life, and having new experiences that 

showed me what I love to do is share my knowledge with as many people as possible. I love 

teaching myself new things and passing on that passion to anyone who will lend an ear; And 

with this realization, all the pieces just started to come together. 

In my personal opinion, real world experience is just as important as what you learn in a 

classroom. This is what excited me and drew me into the idea of a Portfolio to help showcase 

what I’ve learned about my chosen field. Just because you learn something doesn’t always 

mean you can apply it, which is the whole reason we learn things. Not too long ago, after many 

years of not knowing what I’d do for the rest of my life, I decided to stop in at my old High 

School. My former Spanish teacher let me sit in on her class for the day and watched me 

interact with the students for the better part of the school day. When the day was over, we sat 

and talked for a long period of time, and she asked if I had ever considered teaching. I laughed 

it off, even though she said it seemed like it came very naturally. Her words weighed on me, 

and within a few months I was shadowing her class weekly and learning everything I could 

about the world of teaching. 
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Eventually, I decided I needed to decide what Subject I wanted to focus my degree 

towards. I have always loved the Language Arts, and the in-depth comprehension that comes 

with it. From the creativity that comes with writing and reading short stories, to showing 

deeper comprehension and making personal connection with characters and stories. Reading 

has always been a passion of mine, and I decided it would be best to focus my Major in English. 

A few years of shadowing and buckling down on my own studies and I began 

substituting at the High School and Middle School in my area. It took me very little time to 

figure out that I loved working with the Middle School students, and it was where I started 

focusing my time. It was here, when covering a particular science class, that I got my first look 

into a more technologically connected classroom. It was such a fun and unconventional learning 

environment and sparked a whole new level in the students love for learning. This new 

experience had me wondering why, in my chosen subject of English, we weren’t using this new 

method of teaching. Primarily, students were still reading directly from textbooks, with the 

occasional trip to the computer lab to type up a paper. With the wealth of knowledge available 

to us at our fingertips out there, wouldn’t it make sense to teach our students how to comb 

through sources and find things that they can relate to more? 

My life experiences have come down to three major concepts that I’m passionate about: 

Technology, Teaching, and Comprehension of Literature. For the last couple of years, my goal 

has been to figure out a way to utilize them all together in a classroom learning environment 

that inspires learning and develops a passion for something in my students that may have been 

non-existent in the past. These concepts can be broken into three major Areas of learning, that 

my life experiences as well as time as a student have helped to develop a better understanding 
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of. Teaching Strategies and Overall Classroom Management: the different approaches to 

education and how they can be used most effectively. Utilizing Technology to Further Facilitate 

Learning; understanding how technology can be used as a tool to further enhance learning as 

well as our approach to an even more blended classroom, and lastly, Teaching Strategies: 

Modern English. Using the more updated mediums and technologies available to us in a 

manner that is most effective, particularly, in relation to English and Literature comprehension. 

The ultimate goal of this paper is to show how these life and professional experience 

have given me a better, more in depth understanding of the Areas of Learning discussed above. 

Using more detailed situations and examples from experiences faced will help paint a better 

picture of my understanding of the subject. It’s easy to take a class and do the work required to 

pass a class; It’s something entirely different to apply what you’ve learned to the real world. 

That’s why real-world experience, in my honest opinion, has more value than a classroom 

experience. 
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CHAPTER 1: TEACHING STRATEGIES & OVERALL CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 

Teaching Strategies: Planning and Development 

 If you talk to any educator who’s passionate about the field and loves working with their 

student’s year in and year out, they’ll all tell you the same thing: They love what they do, but 

it’s a lot of work. Throughout my many years working at different schools with dozens of 

different teachers and teaching styles its always been clear that teachers work their hardest 

during classroom and curriculum planning time setting up the conversations that should be 

happening within the class. The joke here, is that this should be going on behind the scenes 

every day!  Before I got my first taste in the field I, as I assume most others do, assume teachers 

got to enjoy their summer breaks with maybe a light dusting paperwork as the cooler days 

drew near. It wasn’t until I started playing an active role in my local education department that 

I truly began to understand how much work it takes to put together your classwork load for the 

year while also making sure you’re adhering to the state provided curriculum. To make it even 

better, it doesn’t account for a lot of factors like on class of students falling behind another in 

terms of understanding that section of material and having to draw on new material in order to 

help better their understanding. I like to think of the summer time class prep as more of a very 

brief introduction to what the school year holds in the coming fall. 

 I got my first real taste of how much work it takes to prepare for a school year 

when I had to take over for a teacher who was leaving on a slightly earlier than expected 

maternity leave. I received a permanent substitute teaching position for this class that lasted 

the few remaining months of the school year. Typically, when subbing classes most teachers 

didn’t leave much for the students to do; Usually just busy work based on the things students 
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were comfortable with already just to keep them busy. The difference with this new 

opportunity? Now I was responsible for leading the next few months of classwork, specifically 

in Science related learning, in order to best prepare them for their next year of schooling. While 

I was nervous, I was excited to learn a lot myself, since Science wasn’t exactly my strongest 

subject in High School. English, Language Arts, and anything Literature related has always been 

my go to for learning, so to say I was an anxious mess underneath all of that “excitement” 

would be an understatement. 

While the earlier than expected maternity leave graced us with its rushed presence, I 

did have the luxury of meeting with the teacher in what, little did I know, was the week leading 

up to her leave. The first comforting sign when we met was the fact her arms weren’t loaded to 

the brim with folders, papers, books, and grading rubrics. However, thanks to modern sciences, 

her relatively clear desk and empty arms were mere illusions to the chaotic network that was 

her tablet. We went over sections, and videos to cover, what to do if a conversation went one 

way, and how to steer clear of this direction. Even with only a few months remaining of classes, 

her plan and guidebook seemed like a root system spreading in numerous directions about 

what to do when reaching conversation, A, or if Chris in row 3 seat 6 during class block c spends 

the entirety of the class snickering at the dinosaur on the screen whose appearance resembles 

that of a monkey butt how to curb his enthusiasm. Looking back, it makes sense for a teacher to 

understand her class to that level, each student having their own personalities in such, but I 

remember in that moment having so much more respect for not understanding what kind of 

planning, development, and dedication my own teachers had really put in. 



 Brouillard 8 

 Fast forward from Doe-eyed, terrified substitute barely out of his teens me, now 

running the class like it comes naturally. This was all thanks to the careful planning and 

development of the teacher before me who put in the time and effort to provide a structure 

that covered most, if not all, avenues in which her class conversations and learning could go; all 

while also laying out how to establish the learning expected of the students regardless of how 

we got there. This lesson plan was completely laid out for me, and it still took serious amounts 

of effort in order to make sure we finished the year where we were expected to be in terms of 

expected understanding of particular topics. I went into it terrified of the remaining months 

ahead of me but came out with a better appreciation for the amount of work that goes into 

creating an education environment that checks all the boxes. 

 The following school year, when the Science Teacher came back, I met with her for 

coffee and we discussed my first serious introduction into the life that is education. I was no 

longer shocked to find out in our conversation that she spent most of her downtime working on 

her classroom curriculum and the hardest part was making sure they covered everything 

expected. When you consider the fact that every student learns differently, you also meet with 

the concept that some students also take longer to grasp concepts than others. Adjusting on 

the fly is a key tool in the arsenal of a well-equipped educator, her direction and guidance made 

this clear. However, one of the greatest things she’s taught me that sticks with me in everything 

I do to this day is how different types of learning and teaching can lend a hand in time 

management. 
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Teaching Strategies: Hands On VS. Instructor Led Learning 

 When it comes to learning, I’ve been taught that there are two major types of learning 

and teaching styles that they fall into: Hands on or Instructor Led. Of course, there are 

thousands of ways to teach something, and even more ways to learn something, but you can 

typically classify them under one or the other for arguments sake. A lot of how I feel about 

these two styles of learning are directly attributed to my experiences both as an educator and a 

student, which in turn shows how I individually learn best. I’ve always associated Instructor led 

type learning with your antiquated classrooms, filled to the brim with chair and desk combos, 

chalkboards mounted to the wall at the front of the room, and an old teacher standing 

menacingly at the front. Throw a nice shiny apple on the desk to add to the cliché. The only 

saving grace of that classroom, for me, was the much-anticipated buzzing of the period end 

bell. One thing the educator role has taught me over being just a student, is how well a teacher 

instructs their class in one way versus the other is directly associated with how they too learn 

best. Excitement, enthusiasm for the task or subject at hand, curiosity, and a welcoming 

approach to the learning fairs well in both formats of teaching and can be effective ways to 

form deeper connections with your students. 

 I’ve covered many different classes, taught by many different teachers all who have 

their own trademarks when it comes to teaching methods. Certain things work for teacher A, 

that would be lost in the classroom of teacher B, and on the path to becoming a great educator 

you spend the most of your time figuring out what works best for your methods, as well as the 

many personalities and learning types that grace your classroom. If you ask a dozen teachers 

which way of teaching works best you’ll get skewed results. But the exposure to these classes 
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paints one solid picture: a blended style classroom that comfortably jumps around on the 

spectrum of instructor led and hands on are the classrooms where the most learning happens. 

Properly blending teacher involvement into students developing a desire to find out for 

themselves brings about a completely new level of hands on learning in which they rely on each 

other’s understanding and points of view for further topic development. 

 

Group Related Work and Peer Review 

 The title of this section instills fear in the weak minded and sends chills down the arms 

of even the most gifted teachers. In my personal experience, so many teachers avoid group 

related work but loosely utilize peer review. Touching back on the time management aspect, it 

gives the educator a bit of time to play catch up on their own work, but also has the 

protentional to foster the concept of understanding what it truly means to see something from 

a different angle. Students see what other students in the class got from certain sections or 

where they lacked and begin helping each other in the section they are the strongest. When 

done correctly it creates a classroom that self regulates the gap in the knowledge bank floating 

around the room, but this is in a perfect world. 

 Group work can also be scary to a teacher, because it forces you to put a lot of trust and 

faith in your students. Distractions come about much easier, and the discussion can easily be 

changed from an educational one before you realize how far off track your students have 

ended up. Now, instead of diving deeper into comprehension, you’re further back than you 

initially started and have to get the train back on the rails. Most teachers I run into are taken 

aback by how much I try and utilize group work. Even after I try and explain that I inject myself 
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into the conversation and lead the discussion in a very natural way, their ears shut off to it. 

During my time covering the science class, most students even felt like the work was every 

individualized with the added benefit of socializing. I credit a lot of my willingness to commit to 

further comprehension through group work to my introduction to this class. 

 My first week was the most eye-opening experience I’ve had in all my time learning and 

teaching. We were covering a small section about different star formations in the sky, using an 

interactive map that projected onto the wall. I still remember looking into the small classroom 

and seeing the pure amazement of what was in front of them, from every single student. By the 

end of the week, they were pointing out individual stars and then knowing what its name was 

without even thinking! It was incredible, and I don’t think I’ve had an experience with such 

classroom involvement, coupled with this love of learning since. The rest of the school year 

continued like this, and from time to time I would find my own YouTube videos and interactive 

online sources to implement. By then end of the year, I didn’t have a single student below a B- 

average in the class. Even more astonishing, I could probably count on one hand how many 

instances of a missing homework I had turned in. These students loved every single second of it. 

It was so strange to see these students socializing in the exact same manner I’ve seen them 

speaking at the lunch table. However, instead of discussing the new relationship drama going 

on, or weekend plans and video games, the students were engaging the material. None of it felt 

forced, everything came about in a very natural way, and they didn’t even realize how much 

they were learning about the topics laid out in front of them. 

 Early on in my teaching career I was introduced to this open floor style approach to 

learning, and its positive outcome is a huge contributor to how I manage my own classrooms 
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utilizing group work and peer review. Much like life outside of the school walls, if its interesting 

to someone, or presented in a way that they are willing to entertain the conversation, they’ll 

engage in conversation about it. We, as humans, are naturally social creatures and I implore 

many new up and coming teachers to nurture this social aspect and welcome it into their 

classrooms. Make the conversation interesting, and they’ll get involved. Take an approach that 

they may mention, because they’ll have that conversation amongst themselves regardless; Why 

not make it about the schoolwork! 

 

Classroom Management: Adjusting for Special Circumstances 

 When it comes to special circumstances in the world of learning, nothing shines brighter 

like the diamond in the rough that are the middle school students. Most of my hands-on 

experience has been with this age group, and they’re the ones who offer the most to an 

educator in terms of learning how well your classroom approach is working. Middle school 

students are at their most impressionable ages, and many professionals believe it’s in these 

years where the love for learning is developed. Most of the time, students who dislike school 

and learning can attribute those feelings to past experiences where they felt left behind or 

bored by the methods currently in use. There will always be individuals who don’t enjoy 

learning, and that’s okay, but it’s our jobs as educators to make that learning experience as 

easy as possible to enjoy. Enjoyable learning means: easier retention of knowledge, easier 

transition to real world applications, more in-depth reflection and understanding, and even 

better over-all life skills. We owe it to our students! 
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Every student is different, and every classroom has a different atmosphere. Being able 

to adjust your curriculum to better match your class is something that, I feel, every teacher can 

benefit from greatly. Middle School students are the most impressionable when it comes to 

learning, so understanding how to most effectively use different teaching strategies and 

classroom management skills  to both my own, as well as their, best benefit, is a necessity. The 

strategies used change from student to student, and in order to keep up with these changes, 

teachers must be willing to be the student whenever possible. I’ve committed myself to 

learning, and I take-away as much as I can even from my youngest, and in turn it provides 

access to metrics and resources in terms of teaching effectiveness that never would have been 

available before. If we can make our classes fun and foster a new love for learning all while 

making sure our students are getting more information out of a class unit than ever before, 

then why not better understand the methodology behind it all that goes along with it!  

Earlier in this chapter, we introduced the concept that no two students learn new 

concepts and curriculum the exact same way. Each student learns at a different speed, picks up 

information better in different ways, and even develops critical skills in much different 

methods. In most classrooms, overcoming this idea, and creating a well-adjusted learning 

environment that for the most part, capitalizes on the classrooms strengths as a whole should 

be the key goal of most teachers. While technology has helped play a key role in better 

understanding how to best teach our students, its truly up to the teacher to make sure no 

student gets left behind their class because of their individual learning style or speed. 

  With an ever-increasing class size, one of the largest issues teachers face is their 

inability to devote the individual time to each student. Classroom management and 
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development of good teaching strategies can really aide in the battle that is critical analysis and 

deeper meaning across the whole classroom. Utilizing all forms of teaching styles and methods 

helps resonate with each of the many different learning styles out there, like the student who 

isn’t big on being put on the spot in front of the whole class acing the subject matter in a 

program down at the computer lab, due mostly to the fact that the pressure of raising their 

hand in class and slowing down the whole lecture that truly frightens them is no longer there. It 

provides a blanket method of teaching that appeals to the blended beauty that is your 

classroom, and to top it off gives teachers a better way to individually gauge students best 

learning styles, who’s struggling with certain material and how can it be presented in a way that 

coincides with their style of learning better? 

 Student’s ability to learn in any kind of classroom is only as effective as an individual 

teacher’s ability to apply these methods in the correct way. Much like anything else, if teachers 

lack the training necessary to implement such learning techniques, then the students stand to 

gain much less from it. In my own experience, many teachers do not wish to update their 

teaching style and think the new forms of learning add a whole new level of distraction to the 

classroom. If teachers were properly versed in these more modern mediums of teaching, then 

these distractions would be no different than what already exists in classrooms today. 

It was this experience, and these learnings right here that made me decide I wanted to 

learn all I could about learning methods teaching methods and how to best create a well ended 

learning environment that any student could get the most from. My passion for teaching comes 

directly from inspiring students to enjoy learning and feeding the curious side of themselves 

with knowledge that the taught themselves directly inspired by the methodologies taught in 
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class discussions. It’s not just about teaching them information, it’s also teaching them the 

power of information and how great it feels to learn new things. The journey to self-discovery 

in each of their own individual education paths are full of wonder and growth.  Once I finally 

understood everything I could about implementing this new learning environment, I continued 

to apply in any way shape or form I could. I continue to advocate for more advanced styles of 

teaching, and have since helped a few colleagues implement more technological, hands-on 

learning, coupled with well blended hands on learning and instructor led group work into their 

curriculum for the 2019-2020 school year. Teaching styles are absolutely subjective and 

everyone has their own personal approach but capitalizing on the methods that appeal to your 

students is something you should do for not only them, but yourself as the teacher as well! 

Sometimes it’s so easy for us as educators to get discouraged by our students disdain for a 

topic, but instead of trying to muscle through it in the way that clearly hasn’t been working, we 

should be re-approaching our delivery of the subject and see how using various methods of 

teaching strategies and overall classroom management skills can change the overall narrative. 

Sometimes, taking a look at things from a different perspective entirely can change someone’s 

complete outlook on the matter, and that’s the real reason for doing what we do! 
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CHAPTER 2: UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY TO FURTHER FACILITATE LEARNING 

Application and Implementation of Technology 

 Technological advancement, specifically in relation to how we utilize it in our classrooms 

and educational environments in general, has truly changed the available paths and methods to 

learn and teach new things. In my first chapter, I talked about the different types of learning 

techniques you typically find in your classroom regardless of the discussions being had. In this 

chapter, the real focus is how through my own teaching experiences and even moments as a 

student, I’ve learned how technology can positively influence how to approach a more blended-

style classroom environment. One important thing that I learned early on, is the usefulness of 

technology in the classroom is only as effective of a tool as the teacher’s ability to wield it. 

Utilizing my experiences with teachers who’ve already learned the most effective way to use 

these methods, I’ll be able to show how utilizing technology can further facilitate learning by 

offering a more individualized approach. It lends its ability to challenge students at their own 

level of learning and is effective in its use by teachers to offer that individual student growth 

and monitoring their learning in comparison to the whole class. 

 Classrooms where technology was the main facilitator were always referred to as 

“connected classrooms” in the schools I taught in, and I will refer to them as such as the 

chapter continues. As a quick summary to better understand further discussion, connected 

classrooms were classrooms where classwork, and progress were handled, for majority, 

through some form of technology that tracked each students person growth in a particular 

subject or area. It was during my time substituting, in what I consider inner-city, I was first 

exposed to a more connected classroom. Each student had a tablet, and it was the first time I 
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experienced a much more hands-off approach to covering a class. Each student had a school 

assigned tablet, which is where majority of their work took place. When I first got to the 

classroom, the notes left for me were minimal; They said something along the lines of, “The 

students know what is expected of them today, please make sure they stay on task.” I 

remember being very confused at first, however, as the day progressed each class worked more 

diligently than the next. This was shocking to me, as it was always my understanding that 

students required an instructor of sorts to lead the conversation towards the correct academic 

routes. It wasn’t until I was able to sit with one of these teachers that I fully understood how 

these tablet-based classes were still being managed much like your traditional classrooms. 

 This new approach warped my sense of what I thought was right when it came to 

teaching my students. The best way I’ve every explained it is each student has a registered 

tablet that keeps track of their diagnostic information. So, now each student has an ID that 

corresponds within a program that allows a teacher to tweak the workload for a student right 

at her computer to compensate for the rate at which they’re understanding the topic being 

presented. Students who take a bit longer to learn something get drip fed the information, 

while students who pick up topics quick glide right through to the next one. While viewed 

individually, many issues seem prevalent: sever knowledge gaps across the classroom 

spectrum, lack of critical thinking or seeing things from another perspective, and even the lack 

of the social aspect that many students rely on school to teach them. Just like the teaching 

methods from chapter one, over using a single style of learning can be detrimental to the 

learning environment you’re trying to create. But utilizing technology such as individualized 

table work, videos, and interactive education games in conjunction with group work and 
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instructor led conversation can create the perfect storm of effective learning and fostering new 

love for curiosity and information gathering. My initial introduction to the more technologically 

connected classrooms was brief at first, but I quickly figured out it was something that would 

be essential for getting the most out of a single class period. I hunted high and low for all sorts 

of training literature on how to best use technology in the class while keeping distractions to a 

minimum but involvement at an all-time high. 

 

Technology: More Effective Planning Tools 

The summer after I covered these technology-based classrooms, the school held some 

workshops for new teachers coming into the school the following school year, as well as 

substitutes who were eager to better understand how these classrooms worked. It was here 

that I was able to finally get a better handle on how this technology was implemented into the 

classroom in such an efficient manner. Each summer, the teachers of a particular subject, we’ll 

discuss English so that it stays relevant, gathered together to form their “digital curriculum” for 

the upcoming school year. Personally, I was used to sticking with the archaic teaching methods 

that have been used for years, so this was a breath of fresh air. Teachers discussed what 

worked for them this previous year, and what hindered learning in the classroom. Each teacher 

had metrics to support their arguments as well: The tablets they used broke down time usage 

in each category, and students responded well to it for the most part. In one portion of the 

workshops I was blown away by the fact that classroom involvement had jumped from 

somewhere in the ballpark of 48%, to a near 88%! Students who typically weren’t very vocal in 

class had found their “voice” in this more digital landscape version of the classroom. 
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 When I started taking these workshops to better understand a learning environment I 

was originally unfamiliar with, this is something that was focused on heavily. With how larger 

classrooms have become, the ability to give each student the individual attention they need has 

become more and more difficult. However, with these new forms of learning, teachers are 

notified of students struggling to understand the concepts of a section, which allows you to give 

them the individual attention they need without interrupting the flow of work with other 

students. If the vast majority of the class is having a difficult time understanding the material, 

many teachers would take over in place of the technology until all the students were on a level 

playing field with the current subject and sections being discussed. 

 As the workshops progressed, we gained a better understanding of how this new 

learning format was great for not only students, but for teachers to gauge their interest in 

certain methods of learning. One instance sticks out to me most, and that was one particular 

teacher discussing their new approach to writing short stories; We’ll call her Mrs. B. The English 

department was discussing their overview of the approach to introducing the coming 7th 

graders to and Mrs. B chimed in with what had worked in her class. She spoke about 

introducing the students to other short stories and authors such as Edgar Allen Poe and, in her 

class, had helped get the creative juices flowing for her students. Reading these short stories 

beforehand helped inspire her students to write their own and helped get students excited 

about their upcoming writing project. She showed students engagement through short answer 

questions on the material and then showed how students went well beyond the minimum word 

requirement on their final short story project, compared to classes who didn’t utilize the 

method of reading these short stories. By the end of the meeting, all of the teachers were 
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sharing different authors and short stories they feel would benefit the curriculum for the 

coming year, and even the teachers were excited to implement their own favorite author’s 

works! 

 The overall point to these classes were to come together as teachers and share what 

independent teaching methods and techniques each individual has used effectively, in hopes to 

strengthen everyone’s skillset when it comes to educating. While initially this workshop felt 

more like a “testing the waters” before making huge changes to how we approach classrooms, 

they took the positive approach by showing how these updates will make your job easier all 

while inspiring students to learn. Too often we find ourselves choosing the area of comfort over 

what could be a great opportunity because it’s easier and we’re afraid of change. But this 

workshop series proved that if you focus on the positive and believe in changing something, it’s 

possible to get the most out of it. All it takes is a little bit of learning and understanding how to 

most effectively use the feedback we’re given. 

 The amount of unintentional feedback provided by this more technologically advanced 

form of teaching was astounding. It gave solid metrics to what did and didn’t work and allowed 

teachers to formulate a more direct approach in their class and change around the things that 

don’t work. Previously, curriculums were reviewed and adjusted every five years if teachers 

were lucky. Now, teachers could adjust their curriculum on the fly, and have solid metrics to 

support why it needed a change. In short, applying the technology to an already existing plan 

allowed better use of time, and more detailed understanding of where students focus should 

be in regards to struggling areas of the material. You spend more time diving deeper into the 



 Brouillard 21 

topics and subjects students struggle with, while smoothly gliding through the concepts they 

pick up so quickly. 

Technology, Hands On Learning, and Instructor Led Classrooms 

Having finally had a better understanding of how this tech was being utilized, I was 

excited to get a more hands on approach to it. The following year, I spent a large amount of 

time with a few of the teachers in the English Department, shadowing them on the back end of 

things. Most teachers would adjust their scheduled classroom time on a week to week basis, 

with some doing it month by month. The teachers who had spent hours learning the new 

learning methods would schedule further out, while the teachers that were reluctant to utilize 

these new formats had as minimal involvement as possible. One of the teachers that I 

shadowed allowed me to set up a schedule for a week in her class and lead the classroom, 

which gave me more experience with the subject than I could ever imagine. 

 The weekend before the class that I was set to lead, I spent putting together the needed 

things to structure my class for the week. The app that we used laid out the week by class, and 

by day with an overall heading for the week. It was the second week in October, and we had 

recently discussed different short stories from Edgar Allen Poe. For my week, I focused on 

Halloween related stories, including links to different horror related topics, and even reviews on 

The Tell-Tale Heart. I had students discuss the themes and see if they could draw any 

connections to modern day works that seem to borrow themes from the story. The reason I 

chose The Tell-Tale Heart, was based on the fact that students seemed to enjoy that one the 

most. They were eager to answer questions related to it, and their notes were filled with 

highlights of favorite lines that stood out to them. 
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 The week flew by, and the students, as well as myself, were having a blast. There was a 

point where I even forgot we were learning because of how excited they were to think critically 

and draw their own connections that weren’t presented to them. A few students made 

connections to works that I, myself, hadn’t seen prior to them noticing, with plenty of 

information to back up their beliefs. I made the guidelines for the week, but the students filled 

in the time with constructive work and critical thought to make it the most powerful week of 

learning I think I’ve ever experienced in my short time covering classrooms. 

 When the week ended, I went over the metrics: student involvement was near 100%, 

and kids were still accessing the links and stories when it was supposed to be their time off! 

There was this love for learning that was brought about by a loosely formatted approach to 

learning, adjusted on the fly, that allowed students to truly tailor their learning experience to 

their own enjoyments. They also got to see other student’s connections, and see the same story 

being connected to something outside their wheelhouse, coupled with critical thinking to 

understand the connections being made. I remember I made a connection to Dan Brown, one 

of my favorite authors, and towards the end of the school year, one of the students had told 

me it was their new favorite author. Having this student come to me and say this solidified my 

willingness to implement these more technologically advanced approaches to teaching into any 

classroom I can. 

 Once I was able to blend these styles of learning, with the technology available to us 

right here in the classroom, we created the perfect environment that fosters love for learning in 

our students. It gives them the information they need to walk away with, but in a manner that’s 

much more natural and appealing to their styles of learning. Essentially, they create the 
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enthusiasm themselves, and before they know it they’re learning and diving deeper into the 

subject because the learning aspect is disguised by fun. Technology facilitates learning in a way 

where students can get that individual learning environment that wouldn’t typically be possible 

in a classroom of almost thirty students with one teacher. 

What Does It Mean For Teachers? 

 Taking a step back to the English class, my time of being able to put what I learned to 

work was limited, and the metrics I utilized were only a portion of what was available to me. 

Going into the next year, if it were my actual classroom, I’d be able to essentially set up 

individual profiles for the students next teacher. Of course, the student will always benefit from 

individual one on one interaction with the educator, but these profiles lays everything out: 

Strengths, weaknesses, where their areas of focus should be, interests, and everything in 

between. Now, the next years teacher can set up a personalized year of learning while building 

relationships all at the same time. It helps eliminate the constant blanket teaching method 

that’s largely in use today. 

 So, let’s say a teacher had this student Jackson for all of 7th grade English, and it’s the 

summer, so he’ll be going into 8th grade, and he’ll be coming into my English Class. During the 

summer, I’m going over everyone’s strengths and weaknesses from the years prior and every 

student in my class is pretty much on the same level of understanding and comprehension, 

except Jackson is way ahead of everyone else in terms of learning; His profile shows it. After 

some digging, I also find out he can tend to be a handful in the classroom and tying all this 

information together it seems as though he may be bored because he has a strong grasp on 

everything. It shows here he has a solid understanding of poetry, structure and rhyming 
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scheme, and it seemed as though it held his attention best when faced with more complex 

poetry that took a bit more in depth reflection and understanding. 

 So, for majority of the classroom, during the Poetry unit, each student will be given 

about ten-fifteen poems to choose from in which they’ll breakdown the words and phrases and 

come up with what they believe is the writer’s whole point for writing it. In Jackson’s case, we 

can tell from his profile he likes more emotional driven, deeper meaning poetry that requires 

some seriously deep analyzing as opposed to the somewhat surface level interpretation the 

students will be working on this period. The goal of this section is to further students’ ability to 

reflect and critically analyze. 

 So instead, we choose more difficult poems for Jackson, that still align with what he 

enjoys, and keeps him interested. By the end of the section, we’ve done the following: Kept 

Jackson learning, and preventing him from distracting other classmates out of boredom, 

strengthened a skill of his that was already prevalent, and while we’ve furthered his critical 

thinking skills, we haven’t caused him to get too far ahead of the class. It’s simply a more 

effective way of honing in on what Jackson is good at, while still keeping his workload at a level 

that required his focus. All the while he’s enjoying every second of it. Every student learns 

differently, and with this approach, we can give them the learning experience they deserve 

without needing a single teacher to tailor a learning environment to each student; they can 

tailor it themselves! 

 This example is a very surface level example of what it means to implement more 

updated forms of teaching into the middle school classroom. Essentially, it allows us as 

educators to view metrics that could be otherwise missed in a larger class format. It allows each 
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and every student to get the attention they need, without disrupting other students journey in 

learning. Starting this technological approach in middle school means changing how we 

approach learning at one of the most important times in a child’s life. When you look at the big 

picture, you see how technology isn’t used as a teaching method, but rather to enhance the 

already existing methods. It generates deeper thinking, creates wider conversations, and 

personalizes material in a manner that gets each individual involved at a level that they’re 

comfortable with. Utilizing technology correctly amplifies the effects good teaching methods 

have on a learning experience and leave a wider impact on students’ relationships with 

learning. My personal belief is that technology is such a strong facilitator of good, critical 

thinking and learning that not using it to enhance your teaching experiences is doing your 

students education a disservice, as well as your own career. It is yet another tool in the arsenal 

of a passionate, well equipped teacher and is constantly changing and adapting to go further 

and beyond the walls of the classroom. It invites conversation, love of learning, and everything 

in between! 
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CHAPTER 3: TEACHING STRATEGIES: MODERN ENGLISH 

Applying Technology to English 

 All of my experiences learning this new, updated digital landscape that is teaching 

added to my skillset for my own future classroom. My third Area of Learning is where I’ve 

arguably learned the most and will continue to research in order to keep my understanding up 

to date. My time covering the English and Literature class showed me that teaching English in 

this more modern format was something I was passionate about. In a traditionally book and 

lecture style subject, how would I be able to utilize this access to infinite information in a 

manner that benefit both teacher and student? What were the inherent issues presented by 

these more modern mediums, particularly in English, that I should be looking to solve? Diving 

deep into these questions is where my quest to master Teaching Strategies: Modern English 

began! 

 If there’s one thing I’ve learned from all of my years as a student, coupled with my own 

interactions with social media Its this: Children and Adults alike lack the ability to determine the 

quality of a source, and its mostly due to our lack of teaching it. In more recent years, schools 

everywhere have started to implement this into their curriculums, but that wasn’t good enough 

for me. From insane family members who share outlandish political articles from The Onion (a 

known satirical internet source) on Facebook, to students who can’t determine when a peer 

reviewed source is needed; The ability to critically analyze a source for both its validity and 

factual content is one that severely lacks in this modern landscape. I decided earlier last year to 

put together an afterschool workshop at my local middle school for children and adults alike to 

teach them how to “source” the internet properly. 
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Applying Methods to My Classroom 

The first thing I decided to do was put together a sort of framework for the class by 

initially asking myself the question, “What do we want to accomplish by the end of this class?” 

That was easy, I wanted people who attended to be able to differentiate between opinion piece 

articles and factual, evidence-based peer reviewed journals. I decided the best way to start of 

the class would be to go over bias, and how the individual words we choose when searching a 

topic can heavily influence the kind of articles that Google or whichever search engine you use 

shows us. I used this example in the class: 

 Say we wanted to upgrade the router at home, and a friend has been recommending a 

particular Netgear Nighthawk router. You go home, and you decide to do a little research on it 

yourself, so the first thing you do is search for the router: Netgear Nighthawk AC1750. The first 

few links are direct to Netgears home website, as it should be, followed by quite a few pages of 

links to websites where the router can be purchased. Now, we can go to Netgear’s website to 

see some reviews, but why would a company allow bad reviews to easily be seen on their 

website? We could also go to the shopping websites and see reviews there, but most of the 

time it’s issues relating to shipping or something not related to the product at all. So now we 

have two different ways we can search for the router: Positive or negative. If you were to 

search “Netgear NightHawk AC1750 issues,” you’ll get pages of search results only talking about 

the negatives the router has, or bad experiences people have had. On the other hand, if you 

search something like “Netgear Nighthawk AC1750 Great router” you’ll get pages and pages of 

the exact opposite. 
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 Once this was understood, and for the most part students already understood this 

concept, it was time to cover how to analyze all the different resources to come up with a 

conclusion. I had the class search negative things about the router and come up with a bullet 

list of issues people have had, noting the frequency an issue is mentions across articles with 

tally marks. Then, they did the same with good reviews, and we compared all the information. 

Many of the students started to see patterns, and it was what I was hoping for. I explained, the 

issues that were mentioned once or twice, could be considered outliers, but the ones that had 

multiple tally marks were clearly issues. Next, I had them compare the negative reviews and 

issues people had with the good reviews and the dates of publish, were the issues people were 

experiencing something that was corrected through a firmware update or something that was 

corrected another way? They started to draw conclusions on their own and were genuinely 

excited to start utilizing it in everyday life as they shopped online. 

 Looking back at that experience, the one thing I had wanted to cover a bit further was 

source bias. With the knowledge I have now on the subject, I would be able to effectively teach 

the subject in a way that was easiest to understand. Say, for instance, you find a detailed blog 

entry on the router on a website that seems very well written and sourced very well. However, 

with some quick digging, we find out the website is owned by Cisco, a direct competitor with 

Netgear in the networking market and everything starts to make sense. We can take some 

credit away from this article, knowing Cisco would want people to come across this bad review, 

in hopes to steer them to one of their own products. This has become the more important 

piece for me, with all my current knowledge on the digital landscape. Always assume 

information isn’t valid unless it’s a trusted source, or you’ve done your digging to best 
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understand what kind of bias the information has. Certain topics its okay to have a personal 

bias, and you want that input. The takeaway is that you’re doing yourself a disservice by not 

better understanding the source that gave you information, and what may or may not be in it 

for them to present it to you in a certain manner. 

 I spent the majority of the second portion of the mini-course covering why it’s 

important to understand the validity of a source. We discussed the very controversial anti-vax 

movement, and how utilizing sites like Facebook as your main source for information is a 

terrible idea. We went in depth on how conspiracies can foster complete ignorance of science 

and fact and develop a whole corner of the web that sources itself in a way to bring validity to 

their topic. Like how flat-earthers will source other flat-earthers that are not science experts as 

though they are. The majority of the class was spent on the web discrediting sources until the 

entire class was capable of deciding whether something was a reputable source within a minute 

or two. 

 The question is, however, how does this translate the more modern style of English? 

Prior to the web, books and journals were labeled pretty easy to see by publishers, whether it 

was fiction, non-fiction, or even opinion piece. With the invention of the Internet, anyone, 

anywhere can post anything they want, while presenting it as though it were fact. This 

developed another whole portion to Literature in which readers and researches needed to be 

capable of sorting out real information. With this understanding now in student’s skillset, 

they’d be able to find the information that they needed to support their views or topics 

correctly and factually. 
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 Through my time hosting this Workshop, I met the director of the English and Language 

Arts in my now hometown’s school system. She sat in on a few of my classes, and loved the 

information I provided, and thought it may be beneficial to introduce into the updating 

curriculum for the 2020 school year. I was invited to a few teacher development meetings 

where I learned more in depth how this digital landscape was changing how English is being 

taught. 

 During these meetings, I was pleasantly surprised to find out that, by and large, the 

majority of the English department was in favor of updating the way we teach English. Many of 

the teachers discussed how utilizing the internet through videos and blogs introduces a whole 

new level of critical thinking and understanding different point of views. Many teachers 

mentioned that students who would typically struggle with reading from the book have easily 

doubled their classroom involvement just by changing the medium in which the information 

was delivered. One of the key things to cover for the coming school year for the seventh 

graders was an introduction to a book called Whirligig. The discussion for the coming year was 

how we could take this book and develop a complete teaching plan that utilized the digital 

landscape, while still establishing the intended critical analyzation of the reading. 

 As a quick summary, the main character in the story made a bad decision and ended up 

costing the life of another teen. Part of the guilty verdict, the teen was told he needed to travel 

the country and build a Whirligig at each corner of the United States to make up for the lost 

teen who missed the opportunity. He had to travel by foot or by bus, and the point of the story 

is how much the main character learns about himself and how his actions directly impacted the 

lives of someone else; All the experiences that the other teen would miss out on. The students 
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would have to read the book, there was no way around that, but what could be added to the 

course aside from hand written worksheets to really get the students brains working. 

 We reconvened at another meeting, and teachers introduced ideas of what they 

thought may work. When it got to me, I was more than ready. I went online and found 

someone who actually mapped out the travels of the main character, and I printed that out. 

Then, I made a list of all the main points of interest that were accessed along his route that had 

some sort of importance. My idea was to use Google Maps, and other travel sites as a guide to 

utilize alongside the reading, both in class and at home. For each chapter, a student could 

follow along with links provided to see in real time the same places the narrator was, to help 

give a more personal attachment to the experiences. With each are, I created a small list of 

critical thinking questions that helped draw independent conclusions and realizations. I 

recommended a blog style post for students to post on for each chapter, in which they could 

see what other classmates got from a certain area, and they could interact with each other. My 

idea was received better than any other in the meeting and after some minor tweaks and 

changes, I was happy to find out that this will be implemented into the English program for the 

middle school. 

The Impact of My Own Education 

 More recently, I have been asked to be more hands on with the school’s approach to 

Modernizing the English classroom. While it’s still under review, I have submitted a potential 

new digital approach to the introduction to poetry course that happens around mid-year. The 

purpose of this course is to get students to further analyze works in a more detailed aspect with 

less information available to them. Since poetry has always been a huge passion of mine, I 
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decided to take on the task and recommended a few things. First, I recommended we set up a 

sort of internet café style blog, in which students could post the poetry they wrote 

anonymously and could be accessed by all the students. They could then be commented on and 

critiqued without feeling as though their personal feelings were being attacked. Furthermore, I 

introduced the concept of utilizing spoken word poetry videos in the class. Much of this poetry 

style’s emotion is derived from how the poem is read and using these visual and audible 

sources can help students feel more about the poem as it’s read in its intended form. 

Specifically, I mentioned my personal favorite spoken word poet Shane Koyczan, and his most 

popular YouTube video, To This Day. He uses visual aids and animations, coupled with the tonal 

voice changes to invoke specific feelings that a reader may not feel on their own. The passion 

may not show through for some who’ve only read it. Again, this was well received but due to 

checks and balances within the local school system, I won’t know if it is approved until the first 

of the year; It does look hopeful! 

What It Means for the Student 

 One of the largest takeaways when it comes to technology and education is to always 

remember it’s their journey, not ours. We are there to steer the conversation, but it’s 

essentially our goal to guide the conversation, not to lead it. Yes, there is a time and place for 

instructing, but this is what separates educators who leave an impact from the instructors. 

Telling our students to do something just for the sake of doing it doesn’t teach anything; 

Coaxing them down the path of personal education inspires critical thinking and relationship 

building in a much more natural manner. Utilizing technology in this matter helps a student 

develop their own personal likes when it comes to literature, and instead of inhibiting it, we can 
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teach the same exact thing using materials that they enjoy. All of a sudden you have a 

classroom full of students telling each other what book they should read, or a poem that means 

a lot to them. We get the same outcome we’ve been looking for in education for centuries, 

more naturally and in a way that doesn’t feel like work. 

 What started off as an after school optional Workshop has exploded into something that 

I have become very passionate about. Through colleagues’ input, I’ve refined how English can 

be taught in a more modern way, that evokes more critical thinking and emotional 

understanding in the classroom than ever before. Teachers with over twenty years of 

experience have been collaborating with me in order to better understand these approaches 

and are open to changing how their own class operates. All of my years as a student, my years 

of experience with social media, and my exposure to not only the lack of understanding the 

digital landscape, but also my insight to how it can be used effectively have all contributed to 

this area of learning. It’s through these more recent experiences, and the application of that 

lifelong learning that I have mastered this concept of Teaching Strategies for a more modern 

approach to English. This particular area of learning is one that I plan to continue to furthering 

my understanding in a field that is ever-changing.  
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CONCLUSION: WHERE DO WE GO WITH THIS? 

 The goal of this portfolio is to show you how my professional and life experiences have 

all come together to shape my better understanding of my three Areas of Learning. Throughout 

my time as a student at Bristol Plymouth, UMASS Boston, Bridgewater State, and UMASS 

Amherst: UNIVERSITY WITHOUT WALLS; As well as my time teaching and substituting at Bristol 

Plymouth, Nichols Middle School, and Winchendon public schools I’ve learned quite a bit about 

how technology can used in the classroom. If it weren’t for these experiences, I wouldn’t be so 

confident in my ability to implement these new forms of teaching in a more technologically 

connected world. From my own personal implementation, to the teachers and individuals 

who’ve shaped my path as I continue to learn about these methods, I’ve acquired the 

knowledge necessary to consider myself an expert on the Areas of Learning I focused on. 

 My passion to teach younger students drives me every day to continue learning and 

developing my teaching skills. Throughout my experiences, I’ve discovered that learning how to 

properly utilize the modern tools available at our fingertips is how to take the next leap in 

education. While many people in my field still see technology as a distraction in a classroom 

more so than a tool, it’s my own personal experience shaped education that separates me from 

them. 

Through experience outside of my college career, I’ve mastered my understanding of 

teaching through more modern and up to date mediums, how to effectively establish this new 

approach to learning specifically in the middle school classroom, and finally, use these methods 

to teach the English curriculum most effectively.  I plan to focus these subjects in my own, 

future, Middle School English Classroom, while continuing my own education on related 
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material as long as I’m a teacher. Just like the technology we are speaking about; methods of 

teaching will always be changing and I feel that understanding this concept is half the battle. 

Unless we’re willing to keep up with the ever-changing classroom through personal education, 

and willingness to change, then we aren’t doing the most important part of our role as 

educators. We need to be willing to put forth the effort we require from our students, and 

develop from these experiences as individuals, so we may foster new relationships with 

learning that cease to exist largely today. It takes a special person to teach, driven by passion 

and love for learning; But it takes an even more special individual to put in the work it requires 

to provide the greatest learning environment for our students. After all, we’re students our 

entire lives, let’s make the education environment modern, personalized, and fun again! 

 


